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If chlorate of potash and sugar are mixed together, and
a drop or two of strong sulphuric acid poured on the
mass, an explosion takes place. The "blow of a hammer
will cause this mixture to detonate violently. This salt
requires to be handled with great care, more especially if
any inflammable matter is present.

Nitrate of potassa, saltpetre, or nitre, occurs as a
natural product of the soil in many parts of the earth, on the
surface of sandstones, limestones, chalk, etc., and in caverns,
and frequently upon the surface of the soil where animal
matters have undergone gradual decomposition. It is pre-
pared on the Continent artificially by the slow decomposi-
tion of animal matters and lime in the atmosphere, by
which a nitrate of lime is formed, and this is afterwards
mixed with water, which dissolves out the soluble nitrate
of lime. Carbonate of potash is then added to this solu-
tion, which precipitates the lime in the form of carbonate,
leaving nitrate of potash in solution. This is afterwards
evaporated and crystallized, and forms the crude, nitre of
commerce. This is purified by redissolving in boiling
water and crystallizing in the usual way, the process
being repeated to produce what is called doulle-refined
nitre.

The chief uses of nitre are in the manufacture of gun-
powder, fireworks, and nitric acid.

The substance commonly known as salt of sorrel, and
which may be obtained by expressing the juice of the wood,
or field sorrel, is a combination of oxalic acid and potash,
or oxalate of potassa. It may be prepared artificially by
saturating a solution of carbonate of potash, with a solution
of oxalic acid, and finally evaporating and crystallizing.
The salt is frequently employed for removing the stains of